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GOV. EASLEY AND FIRST LADY PRESENT STATE’S HIGHEST CIVILIAN HONOR 
TO 10 NORTH CAROLINIANS 

 
RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley and First Lady Mary Easley today presented 10 North Carolinians the 
North Carolina Award, the highest civilian honor the state can bestow.  An awards committee selected 
the recipients from nominations submitted by the public.  The categories included fine arts, literature, 
public service and science. 
 
“These awards are our most prestigious civilian honor and are given to those North Carolinians whose 
contributions to the state are enduring and truly significant,” said Easley.  “We are fortunate to live in a 
state with so many outstanding individuals who, through their leadership, their talents and their time, 
have helped make North Carolina a better place to live.” 
 
Created by the General Assembly in 1961, the North Carolina Awards have been presented annually 
since 1964.  More than 230 outstanding North Carolinians have been selected as recipients from 
citizens’ nominations from across the state. 
 
The 2008 N.C. Award winners are:   
SCIENCE: Maurice S. Brookhart -- Versatile, creative, internationally recognized; these are some of 
the terms used to describe chemist Brookhart.  Admired as a teacher and mentor, Brookhart (or 
“Brook” as he is known to his friends) has brought distinction to the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and to the state for his advances in organometallic chemistry and polymerization.  For his 
rare gift for developing fundamental chemical insights and then transporting them into the realm of 
commercially viable industrial technologies, Brookhart receives the 2008 North Carolina Award for 
Science. 
LITERATURE: Charles Frazier -- Frazier looked to what he knew best, the mountains of North 
Carolina, to write his first novel, Cold Mountain.  The epic masterfully evokes the Appalachians of the 
19th century.  With his much anticipated second novel, Thirteen Moons, Frazier again crafted a story 
rich in the heritage of western North Carolina that is intertwined with heritage of the Cherokee Indians.  
For extraordinary achievements that have immersed millions in the state that he reveres, Frazier 
receives the 2008 North Carolina Award for Literature. 
FINE ARTS: Gerald Freedman -- Freedman, Dean of the School of Drama at the University of 
North Carolina School of the Arts since 1991, is known worldwide for his innovative directing and 
production of some of the world’s greatest plays.  He has had tremendous influence on students and 
actors who credit him with shaping their careers.  For his continued dedication to North Carolina’s 
students of the dramatic arts and in recognition of his remarkable career as a director and educator, 
Freeman receives the 2008 North Carolina Award for Fine Arts. 


